THE GAZETTE
Green Lake Church of Seventh-day Adventists
www.greenlakesda.org

Postgraduate Degree

University Graduates

Graduate
Kian Carson, son of Roy and Sheree Strom Carson, was awarded a Master of Arts degree by
Columbia University in New York City on May
18. His focus was Quantitative Methods in Social Sciences. Kian likes to hike, travel, analyze
data, and make maps. When asked what his
proudest accomplishment was this past year, he
responded: “Tie between (i) completing the MA
program in one year and (ii) riding nearly all the
subway lines during my nine months in NYC.”
Impressive on both counts, Kian! He thanks
Green Lake Church for being a loving, supportive church family.

Derek Rajah, son of Elmo and Metilda Rajah,
was awarded a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical
Engineering from Washington State University
on May 14. Now, he is eager to find a job in Seattle, “pursuing the career I wanted to do.”
During his university years, he enjoyed dancing
and playing soccer. To Green Lake Church, he
says, “Thank you for your utmost support and
love throughout my college journey. I truly feel
blessed.” Very best wishes for the future from
us to you, Derek. Congratulations!
June 2022

University Graduates continued ...
Sandra Robi Maroa, daughter of Jenniffer Mabuka, completed the University of Maryland’s
requirements for a Bachelor of Science degree in
Public Health Science and was awarded her diploma on May 19 in College Park, MD. When
asked what is next for her, she replied, “I plan to
find work at an NGO before returning to school.”
She is interested in Dentistry and the potential
to have a positive impact in the field. Sandra
says that her proudest accomplishment was to
receive a full academic scholarship. Relaxation
activities include acrylic painting, traveling, and
cooking. She expressed many thanks to the
Green Lake family for its support over the years.
Brava, Sandra!

On June 11, Lisi Case was awarded a Bachelor of
Science degree in Informatics, with Interdisciplinary Honors, magna cum laude, from the University of Washington. She was a Phi Beta Kappa scholar, Husky 100, and on the Dean’s List.
For nine quarters of her time at UW, she was a
teaching assistant for the introductory computer
science courses, serving as head TA. She says,
“Throughout my time at UW, some of my favorite aspects have been related to teaching, mentoring, and software engineering and design.”
This fall, Lisi, the daughter of Ken and Katrina
Case and granddaughter of Ron and Betty Case,
will join Microsoft, where she will be a software
engineer. Green Lake has appreciated Lisi’s contribution to our community with her piano accompaniment for the Junior Choir. Lisi states, “I
am very glad to have this community.” Congratulations, Lisi, well done!
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High School Graduates
Megan Wood, daughter of David Wood and Amy
Wood, received her diploma on June 9 from Summit Sierra High School (Seattle). She is a member
of the National Honor Society. During her high
school years she focused on film and media studies.
The next step for Megan is Smith College
(Northampton, Massachusetts), where she will be
studying film, media, and psychology. Her goal is to
apply the insights from psychology to filmmaking
and to create stories with interesting and complex
characters. Megan is interested in the arts, social
justice, and mental health.

Graduates!
On June 5, Bellarmine Preparatory School
(Tacoma) bestowed a high school diploma
on Savannah Mitchell, daughter of Jonathan and Lisa Mitchell and granddaughter
of Myrtle Mitchell. Savannah was a National Merit Scholar and a member of the
National Honor Society; other awards include an English Department award, a
mathematics award for AP Statistics, and
a drama award. She was in the top 3% of
her senior class and scored in the 99th
percentile on her ACT and SAT exams.
Next year will find Savannah at Kenyon
College (Gambier, Ohio). Her major interests include piano, Girl Scouts, and
filmmaking. She also enjoys acting in
plays.
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High School Graduates continued...
Ava Lauer, daughter of Wes Lauer and Heather
Lauer, is off to the University of San Francisco
after earning her high school diploma from Lincoln High School, Seattle. She plans to study
architecture at USF. Her hobbies are playing
the violin, sewing, and the arts.

Congratulations

class of

2022

Middle School Graduates
Anna Brentnall, daughter of Mark and Karen
Brentnall and granddaughter of Ken and Karla
Walters, completed the 8th grade at Hamilton
Middle School and will move to Lincoln High
School to continue her education. She has
been in a
Spanish
immersion
program
since Kindergarten.
Her major
interests
include
soccer, violin, swimming, and
skiing.
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Ava Bartin is moving on to Edmonds Woodway
High School after completing the 8th grade at
College Place Middle School, where she was an
all A honor
student. She
also
made
track finals.
Ava is interested in art,
volleyball,
and
track.
She is the
daughter of
John and Lisa
Kim Bartin.

Middle School Graduates continued...
Sophia Casper is a primary school graduate of Kings Junior High School (Shoreline), where she was a 4.0 student
each quarter. She advances to Kings High School this
fall. Sophia has ambitious plans for herself—to take university in two years, followed by medical school and becoming a cardiologist. Baking is her recreational outlet.
Sophia is the daughter of Denis and Marjo Casper.

Katherine Josiah, daughter of J. R. and Olga Josiah, completed the 8th Grade Highly Capable Program at Brier
Terrace Middle School and will attend Edmonds Woodway High School to pursue a diploma in the International Baccalaureate Program. She attained a 4.0 GPA and is
a member of the Honor Society. She participated in the
Washington Technology Student Association and received second place in the Mechanical Engineering competition. In her STEM class this year, she designed, lasered, and built a functional wooden-gear clock. Her
hobbies are playing flute, volleyball, swimming, hiking,
cooking, crochet, and knitting.

Johnny Lauer earned his 8th grade diploma at Hamilton
International Middle School. Come September, he plans
to attend Lincoln High School. His hobbies are video
games, model kits, and remote-control planes and cars.
John is the son of Wes Lauer and Heather Lauer.
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Middle School Graduates continued...
On June 15, Sofi Parviz completed middle school at the Seattle Academy of Arts and Sciences, where she achieved high
honor roll throughout middle school. Sofi will continue to
high school in Seattle Academy of Arts and Sciences. She enjoys making art (especially with watercolors), digital programs, and karate. Her parents are Babak and Sinikka Parviz.

Marc Ramirez Cruz
completed the 8th
grade at Cypress Adventist School and
moves to Puget Sound
Adventist Academy for
his high school education. Marc, son of
Marco Ramirez and
Monica Cruz Garcia,
counts computers as
his major interest. He
also likes violin, basketball, and computer
science.

Elementary School Graduate
Fiona Parviz finished her elementary school education at Villa Academy on June 15. Fiona, daughter of Babak and Sini
Parviz, is looking forward to middle school in Seattle Academy of Arts and Sciences. The achievement that pleased her
most was being invited to be in the middle school band as a
5th grader. Activities she enjoys are playing soccer, piano,
and clarinet.
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