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Durmg the' summers, 1 spent weekdays with my grand-
parents while my mom was at work. They were foster par-
ents, so much of my time was spent playing alongside the
kids in their care. Every child dreams of endless playtime in
the summer, and for the most part, that dream came true—
until after lunch. That’s when reading time arrived, an una-
voidable ritual. The moment of dread would settle in. Thir-
ty minutes of reading? To a twelve-year-old, it felt like an
eternity.

I vividly remember one afternoon retreating to a bedroom
with my book, only to drift into a deep sleep. No one woke
me up to keep reading. Had I just discovered the perfect
escape from reading time? Looking back, I’'m grateful my
grandparents insisted on it. Over time, my love for reading
grew.

According to the Pew Research Center, about 64% of
adults have read at least one book in the past year. While I
wouldn’t call myself an avid reader, I’ve come to appreciate
the impact books can have. Along the way, a few have been
especially meaningful in my faith journey, and I’d love to
share them.

The first book I remember truly falling in love with was The
House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. Its short chapters
read almost like diary entries, telling the story of Esperanza,
a young Latina girl finding her way in the vast city of Chica-
go. I was drawn to her resilience and her longing for some-
thing more. Through her, I developed a more profound
compassion for the tension between cultural expectations

and personal dreams and wrestled with themes of identity
and belonging.

The next book was one I initially resisted. At the time, I
struggled to understand the purpose of prayer—if God al-
ready knows my thoughts and desires, why pray at all? But
Miracles Happen When You Pray by Quin Sherrer changed my
perspective. Filled with incredible stories of answered pray-
ers, it gave me hope and reassurance that God listens to
every word. More importantly, it helped me realize that
prayer isn’t just about asking—it’s about deepening my
relationship with God. Love grows in that space.

Over the last few years, my love for reading has grown
stronger, and these are books I find myself repeatedly re-
turning to:

o A Year of Biblical Womanhood: How a Liberated Woman Found
Herself Sitting on Her Roof, Covering Her Head, and Calling Her
Husband ‘Master’ — Rachel Held Evans

o If God Still Breathes, Why Can’t 12: Black Lives Matter and
Biblical Authority — Angela N. Parker

o Love Does: Discover a Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary
World — Bob Goff

o Texts of Terror: Literary Feminist Readings of Biblical Narratives
— Phyllis Trible

o A Time to Forgive — Darold Bigger

o Blue Like Jazgz: Nonreligions Thoughts on Christian Spirituality
— Donald Miller

o Interrupting Silence: God’s Command to Speak Out — Walter
Brueggemann

I have many books I love, but these have made a lasting
impact on my life and way of thinking. If you're looking for
a meaningful yet easy read, you can always count on Rachel
Held Evans, Bob Goff, and Max Lucado for something
inspiring.

This year, I have
15 books on my
to-read list—but
I’'m always open
to recommenda-
tions! If you have
any favorites, I'd
love to hear them.
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The Coartgard lpsgrade

After the Green Lake Church education wing was complet-
ed and occupied in November 1965, finishing work inside
and outside the wing continued for many months. By the
summer of 1967, the Design and Planning Landscape Com-
mittee was eager to begin planting the patio area.

The June 19, 1967, newsletter reported: “We have installed
a drainage and sprinkler system, removed a load of dirt and
partially replaced it with topsoil, laid aggregate cement, and
erected a bench to rest on.”

A week later, the June 26 newsletter invited members: “As
many as possible to come and help us finish the landscap-
ing project in front of the new education wing. All the nec-
essary preparations have been made, and we are now ready
to set out some 500 plants and shrubs. May we count on
YOU to help finish this project?”

The July 3 newsletter exulted: “Many, many thanks to those
who came to the planting party last Sunday... Except for a
few odds and ends, the landscaping project for the area in
front of the new education wing is completed.”

In the nearly 70 years since 1967, the patio has hosted many
events. A Sabbath School class met in good weather, wed-
ding receptions were held, VBS students made crafts too
messy for indoors, and worshippers enjoyed strawberry

I

Planting Party, July 2, 1967 — Known persons: George
Neiswanger behind bench facing left; Curtis Lacy on bench facing
right; Carolyn Lacy on bench with Kirsten Johnson, daughter of
Katie Joe and C. Richard (Dick) Johnson; Katie Jo Johnson by the
wall under the windows; Don Mehrer with back to camera, dig-
ging; Dick Johnson to the right of Don Mehrer; unknown per-
sons: the three men to the left, and the man crouching in front
of Don.

shortcake after church. Hummingbirds built nests in the
rhododendrons, much to the delight of the preschoolers
and congregation. A stolen violin was even found after
being hidden for over a year.

However, as time passed, the patio aged. Plants grew larg-
er, drainage issues arose, the hedge along the sidewalk be-
came difficult to prune, and the steps and ramp to N 64th
Street began to crumble.

A generous bequest in the will of Elsie Weaver provided
the opportunity to rejuvenate and refresh the patio. Elsie
(1919-2023), an avid gardener, brought home-grown flow-
ers and greenery
each week to beau-
tify the greeter’s
table, and was a
longtime member
of the landscape
committee.

The church board
appointed a com-
mittee—Don
Mehrer,  Shirley
Mehrer, Janna
Stern, Sally Has-
selbrack, Brent
Lambeth, Richard
Knierim, and Jeff
Ehlers—to oversee
the project. They
selected  Hale
Landscaping, a v
business with long- March, 2025.
standing ties to

Green Lake members, to repair and update the patio.

Photo by Candace Renk

The renovation plan includes: Seating around the patio, a
larger, self-draining paved area, space for a canopy to pro-
vide shade or light rain protection, straightened and re-
leveled access from the sidewalk, relocated memorial
plants, seasonal interest plantings, and evening lighting for
the plants.

A plaque in the renovated patio will honor and thank Elsie
and her husband, Wallace (Wally), for their memorial gift.

I've shared a few of my memories of the patio, but with its
long history, I'm sure there are many more. If you have a
“patio story” to share, please let me know! Your stories
and memories will add to the festivities at the patio dedica-
tion when work is completed this summer. ~ Dana Waters
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Interview with Reid Cook

1. There is a big transition coming up for you this Sum-
mer. Can you tell us what it is and when it’s taking place?

On September 1, 2025, I'll be joining classes at Wartburg
Theological Seminary, where 1 will pursue a Master of
Divinity as part of the process of becoming a candidate
for rostered ministry in the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America). So, I'll be moving from Seattle and
taking Tatumn Walter with me, thanks to our having met
at Green Lake Church. We will be driving cross-country
over a couple of weeks in eatly August, camping along
the way and visiting relatives of hers while making our
way to Dubuque in eastern Iowa.

2. Pastors often talk about “a calling” to ministry. How
did the call happen to you?

During the summer of 2024, I began to wonder what
God was doing with me. I noticed there were several ar-
rows in my life pointing in the direction of the ministry.
In my role as office administrator for Bethany Presbyteri-
an Church, 1 was learning about all aspects of church
operation. At Gift of Grace Lutheran Church (where I
live), I was experiencing close pastoral care, acting in
leadership, and living in a Christian community. At Green
Lake Church, Pastor Kevin frequently invited me to lead
Sabbath school, which was fruitful and exciting. In my
personal life, I found friends were coming to me for ad-
vice and Biblical counseling. As a relatively new Christian
coming from a tarnished background, I had long ago
written off pastoral ministry, but suddenly, the landscape
looked different for my future. I asked God if this was
what He had in mind for me, and the answer seemed to
be yes. I completed what was called a “discernment class”
with an ELCA student pursuing her M.Div. in the eatly
fall of 2024. Finally, in November of 2024, I woke up one
morning and heard God’s voice say, “You need to get
serious about seminary.” 1 devoted November through
February to pulling together an application for seminary.
With the kind assistance, much good counsel, and many
contributions of church lay-people, Pastor Jami Fecher,
Pastor Kevin and other pastors, and by God’s grace, 1
was accepted to Wartburg on February 17, 2025.

3. What do you look forward to most about going to the
seminary?

I'm very excited about living in a community with fellow
Christians who are studying together, breaking bread to-
gether, and practicing the concept of koinonia, Christian
community, which is rich in the Lutheran tradition. I am
also very much looking forward to daily on-campus wot-
ship and singing with the choir.

4. What do you look forward to most about becoming a
pastor?

I am thrilled to be given the opportunity to lead a congre-
gation. To know that God will use someone like me, a
redeemed sinner, to lead His church speaks to His re-
demptive power and love in a way that is difficult for me
to comprehend and brings me to tears.

5. Is there anything that you are worried about?

The history of the ELCA is fraught with schisms, and it
is currently following a trajectory in its social values that
does not align with Scripture or Church tradition. How-
evet, I have become convinced that God sends us where
we are needed, not where we are comfortable, and I trust
in the Reforma-
tional tradition of
the  Lutheran
church to inform
and guide the
future of ELCA
congregations.

6. How can your
Green  Lake
church stay con-
nected with you
and support you
as you make this
transition?

I will need any
support and love
you can offer!
Tatumn and I will have many expenses as a result of leav-
ing Seattle, moving across the country, and settling in for
school in Eastern Iowa. We would appreciate your pray-
ers, and if God calls on your heart to give financially to
support this minister-in-training, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to me. I’ll continue to update you all by letter,
email, or message to Pastor Kevin as changes happen.

7. Is there anything else you would like to say?

I have been so blessed by the love and support of the
Green Lake Church, and I will be eternally grateful. It
was this church that stood up, endorsed, and cheered for
me when I received the sacrament of baptism. This
church held my hand as I learned how to be a new Chris-
tian. This church supported me financially when I needed
help and when I was trying to help others. And this
church granted me the opportunity to serve adults and
children, play music, worship God, keep the holy Sab-
bath, and be in a true church family. I am so very grateful
for the love of each of you. The Lord bless and keep you,
make His face shine on you and be gracious to you, and
grant you peace! ~Blessings, Reid Cook
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News from the Green bake Preschool

Our children have been learning and growing at Green Lake Our older children
Preschool. Over the past few months, we have enhanced take on leadership
our curriculum to engage roles each week
them in deeper learning through our
experiences. New furniture “Buddy  Groups,”
and materials have been guiding and sup-
added to our environ- porting their
ments, providing a variety younger peers. We
of opportunities in math, are grateful to have

such a beautiful building and neighborhood
that enrich the lives of our children. At
Green Lake Preschool, children, families,
and teachers come together to share this
special experience, creating a meaningful
impact for everyone.

science, literacy, art, and gross
motor development. The chil-
dren frequently venture out with
their teachers to explore the
neighborhood, fostering their
natural curiosity about the world
around them.

~ Lisa Skylynd, Executive Director- Green
Lake/Woodland Hall Preschools

Housing Ministry 2024

Earlier this year, Karin McLarty, Housing Ministry Coot- Karin received an email from a woman whose brother
dinator, shared a recent example of the profound impact was aitlifted to Harborview in critical condition after be-
the Green Lake Church Housing Ministry has on the ing diagnosed with an aortic aneurysm. Initially consid-
families we serve. ered too ill for surgery, he later crashed, forcing the sut-

gical team to operate in a life-saving attempt.
His survival was uncertain, but he pulled

r through and was discharged earlier than ex-
‘1 pected.
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**“Hello Karin,

I just wanted to reach out and let you know
my brother is doing well. After returning to
Great Falls, he experienced another compli-
cation and was hospitalized in Billings over
Christmas. He underwent another surgery
and is now recovering.

I can’t thank you enough for all you did for
me while I was in Seattle. God gave me so
much peace, and He used you all to bless me.
I pray for you and the wonderful work you
do. Thank you again.”**

Though this woman is not of our faith, she
found comfort in our care. I am continually
impressed by the impact of this ministry on
those we serve. Many thanks to everyone in
our congregation who makes this ministry
possible.




