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Allies of God
by John T. McLarty, Senior Pastor
In some Bible stories, everyone outside the Jewish family poses a threat. Jewish people were
supposed to be absolutely unique, completely resistant to every influence from outside. This is a
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theme in the book of Nehemiah. Nehemiah
worked desperately to shore up Jewish
identity and Jewish confidence. His zeal
pushed him so far that he required Jewish
men to divorce their non-Jewish wives and
send them and their children back to the
women’s parents’ homes. The trauma is hard
to imagine.
But in other stories, non-Jewish people
are essential to accomplishment of God’s
mission. In Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus,
four women feature prominently, all of them
non-Jewish. More specifically, two were
Canaanites (Canaanites were the people God
had ordered Israel to annihilate utterly). One
was a Moabite (Deuteronomy excluded
Moabites from the Hebrew community for
ten generations). One was the widow of a
Hittite (widowed when King David had her
husband killed because he wanted the woman
for himself). Matthew included these women
in his genealogy to highlight the role of nonJewish people in birthing the Messiah. Yes,
God chose the Hebrews. Yes, Messiah was
born to the Jewish family. But the Jewish
family was not “pure.” Jesus was born to
Jews and “allies.” By divine design, there was
no pure lineage.
We see other indispensable allies
throughout the Bible story. Moses was saved
from certain death and given a royal
education through the intervention of
Pharaoh's daughter. Without this Egyptian
woman, there would have been no Jewish
nation.
As the Jews moved from Egypt into the
wilderness, it was a foreigner, Moses' own
father-in-law, Jethro, who mapped out the
organization and structure needed to manage
the masses. We often think of the
organization of the church as something

“divinely given,” as something uniquely “holy.”
This account of Moses and Jethro clearly sets a
precedent for us (we who see ourselves as
“God’s people”) to learn from outsiders.
David was saved from committing homicide
by the wise intervention of a woman, Abigail. He
was sheltered for awhile from the insane rage of
King Saul by Achish, the Philistine king of Gath.
David’s parents found shelter with the king of
Moab during those dark years. In short, David’s
story is full of references to allies, non-Jewish
people who were absolutely essential to his
eventual ascent to the throne.
Solomon’s temple was built with lumber
shipped in from Tyre.
The Babylonians demolished Jerusalem and
deported the entire population, but they did not
eradicate the Jewish people. ‘In fact, the way the
prophets tell it, it was only the sojourn in
Babylon that finally rid the Jewish people of the
scourge of idol worship. God’s favor toward the
king of Babylon is dramatically illustrated by the
fourth chapter of the Book of Daniel. It is the
autobiographical account of the conversion of
the Nebuchadnezzar to the worship of God. An
entire chapter in our holy book written by the
king of Babylon.
(Continued on Page 2)

Pastoral Perspective, Continued from Page 1
We Adventists call ourselves “the remnant
church.” By that, we mean we are the church that is
carrying forward the work of God in this era just as
the Jews did in the days of the Old Testament.
Frequently, this idea of “the remnant church” has
developed into blanket condemnation of other
churches. We alone are “the people of God.” Given
the history of “God’s people” in the Old Testament,
our sectarianism and our disdain for those who are
not part of us is unwise. Yes, we have a strong sense
of identity and mission. This identity gives us a sense
of both privilege and responsibility. And that is good.
But it is vital for us to remember that God has always
had allies among every people. And those allies
deserve our respect and honor. Just as throughout
the Old Testament God acted through people of
varying nationalities and ethnicities, so we would
expect that today God will act through all sorts of
people and groups besides our own.
Let’s not waste energy criticizing other churches
and religions and non-religious groups. Instead, let’s
devote ourselves to doing all we can to cooperate
with God’s mission in the world.
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

Ancora at Green Lake Church
June 3 • 7:30 p.m.
In its first performance at Green Lake Church of Seventh-day
Adventists, Ancora invites you to join the Seattle-based women’s choir
Ancora for songs of inspiration, music, and poetry. Featured works
include American classics such as Will
the Circle be Unbroken and Hark, I Hear
the Harps Eternal, as well as the
elegant Les sirènes (1911) by
prodigious composer Lili Boulanger.
Featured guest artist Cantamus of
Seattle Girls’ Choir, directed by Alex
Gagiu, will present the music of Vivaldi,
Dan Forrest, Rollo Dillworth, and
others.
Ancora is pleased to offer
members of Green Lake SDA
congregation and their families a
discounted ticket price of $10.
Students are free. This pricing is
available only through advance on-line
ticket purchase at
www.ancora.brownpapertickets.com. Enter the code SDAMUSE in the
Password/Discount field. Pricing at the door is $16 general admission,
$13 for seniors; students are free. We look forward to seeing you in our
audience on June 3.

https://ancorachoir.org/ ◊

Continued on Page 3

The Green Lake Church Junior Choir prepares to pass out palms to the congregation on Palm Sabbath, April 8,
2017. Marleen Land photo.
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SUMMER HIKES 2017
Summer Sabbath afternoons will find hikers heading out to nearby trails, commencing in the early weeks with
beginner-friendly nature walks, working up gradually to more challenging trips. Come hike and enjoy the beauty of
God’s creation, good conversation, and old and new friends.
May 27

Coal Creek
A great hike in south Bellevue for the entire family. Leader: Elyse Lambeth.

June 10

Green Lake
The quintessential Seattle walk around the perimeter of a beautiful,
ancient glacial lake, this trail is accessible to folk of all ages and
abilities, and right outside our front door. Wheelchair/stroller
accessible. Paved, 2.8-mile loop. Elevation gain: minimal. Difficulty:
1/5. Leader: Ken Fairchild. Note: Ice cream social follows at the
church.

July 8

Bike Hike—Iron Horse
The Iron Horse trail is an old rail line that has been converted to a biking and walking trail. Because it was
graded for trains crossing Snoqualmie Pass, it lacks the steep grades of most trails in the Cascades. Leader:
Ken Fairchild. Note: Stay tuned or contact Ken for information about car swaps and bike transportation
options.

July 29

Mount Rainier
This hike provides a variety of steep climbs and moderate trekking with a view that makes it all worth the
effort. Leader: Mark Haun. Note: National Parks Pass required. Pack a lunch!

August 5

Discovery Park Loop Trail
Discovery Park has something for everyone. The Loop Trail passes through both forest and open meadows,
and offers extensive views and good prospects for bird watchers. You can also take a detour from the loop
to visit the picturesque lighthouse down on the beach. Wheelchair/stroller accessible. 2.8 miles roundtrip.
Elevation gain: 140 ft. Difficulty: 1-2/5. Leader: Ken Fairchild. Note: Ice cream at the Mehrer residence
following the hike.

August 19 Bandera Mountain
On your way up Bandera Mountain you will get two things: a steep ascent and incredible views. From its
wooded and meadow trails to its amazing views of Mt. Rainier at the summit and miles of forests and
mountain ridges, Bandera Mountain is a special place in the Cascades that you will never forget. Distance:
7.6 miles. Elevation gain: 3,050 ft. Difficulty: 4/5. Leader: Mark Haun.
Plan on joining us for any or all of this year’s hikes. It’s a fun and healthy way to spend Sabbath afternoons. ◊

Pastoral Perspective
Continued from Page 2

The Spirit of the LORD is upon me,
for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released,
that the blind will see,
that the oppressed will be set free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. Luke 4:18-19
This is our calling. And all who labor in this direction are God’s allies
and ours. ◊
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Concerto Competition Winner
Our church member, Charlotte Ishikawa, has been selected as the
winner for her performance of the Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 2, first
movement. She will perform this movement with the UW Campus
Philharmonia Orchestra in Meany Hall on Sunday, May 21, at 3:00 p.m. This
concert is free to the public. Please come and support her!
Beethoven: Overture to Prometheus, Op. 43
Tchaikovsky: Suite No. 4 “Mozartiana,” Op. 61
Rachmaninoff: Piano Concerto No. 2 in C minor, Op. 18
Charlotte Ishikawa, piano (Concerto Competition Winner)
Grieg: Symphonic Dances, Op. 64

Charlotte Ishikawa
High School Concerto Competition
Winner

Conductors:
Abbie Naze
Lorenzo Guggenheim
Mario Alejandro Torres
For the conductors’ backgrounds, please refer to the website below:
https://music.washington.edu/events/2017-05-21/uw-campus-philharmonia
-orchestras ◊

Volunteers Needed
Junior Choir Transition
Junior Choir Co-Director, Marleen Land, has decided it is time to step
down from leading the Green Lake Church Junior Choir. She has provided
faithful and dedicated leadership for this group of young singers for the
last five years. When Marleen first started
working with the group, many of the singers
had had very little experience with singing,
and several had no experience reading music.
Now many of the Junior Choir members learn
their music by reading from choral scores,
and they regularly sing in two parts. Marleen
told me it has been a great joy to work with
these young musicians and watch them grow
in musicianship and in maturity, but she feels
it is time for her to step down to make room
for someone else to lead the group on the
next phase of their musical journey.
Shelly LaGrone, who has been assisting
Marleen Land
Marleen in leading the Junior Choir, has
agreed to lead the group between now and the end of the choral season. I
will continue to accompany the Junior Choir on piano in their Sabbath
morning rehearsals and also in their presentations in worship. This will give
us a chance to finish out the program year and then step back and do some
planning over the summer regarding musical opportunities for our young
people, the leadership that is needed, etc., for 2017-18.
—Wanda Griffiths, Minister of Music ◊
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Do you feel called to help
nurture the younger members of our
church? We will need another Junior
teacher starting in June. This would
involve teaching about once a
month. Talk to Terri Smith-Weller if
you are interested or have someone to
suggest.

Organization skills under
used? Could you plan a one-time
event (potluck? nature walk? game
night?) for one of the Sabbath School
classes (Juniors, youth, etc.)? You
could do it alone or with a friend or
two. You can consult with the class
leader about what would be age
appropriate or fit the interests of the
class. Interaction with classmates will
help our children develop friendships
that will increase the likelihood they
will continue coming to church even
when they are transportation
independent. Talk to Terri SmithWeller or the Sabbath School leader of
your choice. ◊
May 2017

Cypress Adventist School

Spring Program
Mark your calendar for the Annual Cypress Spring Program,
May 24, 7:00 p.m., in the school gym, 21500 Cypress Way,
Lynnwood, WA 98036.
Thank you for the calls, cards, flowers, and visits during
my long rest, waiting for bones to heal. I am recovering well
now, this week even venturing out tentatively for a walk
down the block. The Green Lake community has been very
kind and supportive – a much needed ray of sunshine.
Nola-Jean Bamberry
From Northwest Harvest
Dear Lowell,
Thank you so much for organizing the wonderful Green
Lake Church Of Seventh-Day Adventists volunteers to join us
at the Kent Warehouse on April 12! I know it’s a lot of work
organizing a group, and we appreciate your efforts. We all
enjoyed working with you, and we hope everyone had a
great time!
Your group helped pack 4,500 pounds of beans which
will provide approximately 3,461 meals throughout the
state. Your efforts made a huge difference for so many
families, and it wouldn’t have happened without your help!
Thank you so much for taking time out of your day to help
those in need!
All the best,
Katie and the Kent Warehouse Team
Northwest Harvest ◊

Job Opportunities at Cypress
Cypress is hiring for the 2017-2018 school year:
• Office Admin/Secretary – part time
• Bus Drivers – part time
• Facilities Manger – part time
• Campus Security – part time
Please contact the office for job descriptions and how to
apply, 425/775-3578 or email secretary@cypresssda.com. ◊

Diabetes Association Seeks
Event Volunteers
The American Diabetes Association is seeking volunteers to
help with its annual Tour de Cure bike ride and walk. It is specifically reaching out to Seventh-day Adventists for their help.
What: Tour de Cure Fund-raising Event
When: Sunday, May 21
Time: Varying hours and assignments
Log in to http://signup.com/go/cmGgiR to see open assignments.
Help is also needed on each route overseeing the rest stops
(Rest stop volunteers). This is a big one as the safety of the
cyclists is the number one priority. They'll need food and drink
and facilities made available to them to keep them healthy and
focused.
Event website: www.diabetes.org/seattletourdecure
Consider sharing this opportunity with your congregation and/
or anybody who you think might be willing to come out and
support our mission to STOP DIABETES. Also...it's not too late
to create a team and sign up to ride or walk. ◊

May 2017
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Shaping the Future. Serving Now.
2016 Campaign for Green Lake Church
As spring arrives in the Northwest, this is a good time
to celebrate the new life and vibrancy that the GLC congregation made possible through the capital campaign in
2016—a campaign focused on capacity building.
Thanks to generous support through gifts and pledges
payable through 2018, we raised $410,140.
Every gift makes it possible for the church to remain
vibrant and to grow in these uncertain times. You have
helped to:
• Ensure that our church has the ability and flexibility to pay salaries for pastoral associates or interns
to expand and strengthen our programs—whether
for our seniors, teenagers, or toddlers—to supplement any support the Conference can provide.
• Create a systematic way to provide short-term
housing for those visiting Seattle who face a medical crisis or other short-term need.
We express our sincere thanks to each person and
family who pledged or gave support—and especially to all
the children who supported the campaign through the
Rexi Challenge. Although the active portion of the campaign is over, our effort officially continues through
December 31, 2018, with the payment of pledges and
additional gifts.
The 2016 Campaign for Green Lake
Church Committee Members
Denis Casper, Rosalie Contreras, Ken Fairchild, Stephanie
Mays, Shirley Mehrer, Larry Roth, Janna Stern, Dick
Wonderly, Amy Worrell-Kneller, and advisors Alvin
Kwiram and Pastor John McLarty

Donors to the 2016 Capital Campaign
Anonymous
Dorothy Bagsby
Christopher & Karen Baker
Deanna Baker
Lucille Bertholf
Virginia Bock
Karen Walters Brentnall
Romeo & Phebe Burgos
Scott & Jenn Callender
Roy & Sheree Carson
Ken & Katrina Case
Michael Chia
Ruth Christensen
Lewis Cornwell
Mikaele Devoux
LaVerne Dorr
Lawrence & Arleen Downing
Lowell & Carroll Dunston
Ken & Susana Fairchild
Alex & Hellen Gagiu
Patti Gibson
Shelby & Kim Goerlitz
Hayden & Jennifer Hamilton
Rhea & Susan Harvey
Sally Hasselbrack
Mark Haun
Tad & Naomi Ishikawa
Mildred Jensen
Genevieve Johnson
Garrett & Mindy Jones
Kurt & Wendy Kleppe
Byron & Amy Kneller
Richard & Claire Knierim
Wui-Jin & Judy Koh
Alvin & Verla Kwiram
Rhona Kwiram

Carolyn Lacy
Vance & Shelly LaGrone
Twila Lyman
Jeremy & Stephanie Mays
Brian & Suzanne McGrath
John & Karin McLarty
Don & Shirley Mehrer
Kurt & Jennifer Mehrer
Merle & LaRene Mittleider
Jesse & Melissa Negretti
George & Irene Neiswanger
Don & Judy Oellrich
Chris & Natalia Oster
Ellen Park
Cecilia Plata
Shelly McLarty Reich
Larry & Joanne Roth
Kirk & Sharon Rue
Jonathan & Mariah Schreven
Kevin Seidel
Terri Smith-Weller
Doug & Bev Steinman
Janna Stern
Linh Tran & Michael Rafano
David Trenchard & Rosalie Contreras
Keith & Christine Turner
Ken & Donna Van Fossen
Alwin Vyhmeister & Cheryl Wells
Ken & Karla Walters
Mary Walters
Dana Waters
Elsie Weaver
Bernice Wilson
Liane Wilson
Richard Wonderly
Katrina Zafiro

Children who participated in the Rexi Challenge
Eliana Baker
Kendall Baker
Luke Bartin
Bethel Belachew
Nathan Belachew
Samuel Belachew
Quinn Callender
Siena Callender
Aiden Carli
Ethan Carli
Kian Carson
Lisi Case
Kenni Devoux
Noah Devoux
Khloe Ehlers
Ava Fio
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Irina Gagiu
Lucy Goerlitz
Maizy Goerlitz
Ethan Ibsen
Charlotte Ishikawa
Juan Francisco Jones
Elizabeth Josiah
Katherine Josiah
Wyatt Kneller
Francisco Lopez
Gabriel Mays
Phoebe Mays
Gemma McGrath
Sureya McGrath
Bridgit Mehrer
Brock Mehrer

Oliver Morrow
Violet Morrow
Campbell Muth
Griffin Muth

Isaac Negretti
Sophia Negretti
Eden Olson
Lars Olson
Fiona Parviz
Lydia Parviz
Sofianna Parviz
Christopher Pham
Elizabeth Pham
Martin Pincheira
Nicolas Pincheira
Marc Ramirez

Victor Ramos
Nate Rascan
Brody Rees
Liam Rees
John Rickaby
Megan Rickaby
Andrew Sierra Urrego Pino
Aidan Stamper
Marie Trenchard
Miles Trenchard
Eliza Voth
Richard Voth
Kiersten Wilbur
Quinn Wilbur
Sabrina Wilbur

Adults who helped
with the
Rexi Challenge
Barbara Jonsen
JoAnne Megale
Sharon Rue
Esteban Ryciak
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Softball

Hands Across the Waters

Green Lake Church has a
team in a coed softball league
with five other northeast
Seattle churches representing
five denominations. It’s an
informal league; we make our
own rules and umpire our own
games. Games are Sunday afternoons, usually about
5:00, at Laurelhurst Park near Children’s Hospital.
The season runs from May 14 until the end of July.
It’s good exercise, lots of fun, and a great way to get
acquainted with fellow members and fellowship with
people from other churches. We can always use more
players, especially women.
If you’re interested, contact Ken Fairchild,
ksfchild@yahoo.com, or Fia Tuitele,
fia.tuitele@gmail.com, or just come to practice on May 7
at 3:00 at Laurelhurst. ◊

Since the beginning of the year, the Hands Across
the Water (HAW) committee has been donating money
to the Holbrook SDA Indian School in Arizona. In total,
we collected more than $2400 with just the small
change that is put in the blue buckets after the
children’s story. Thank you for your generous
donations.
Beginning in May, we will be changing our support
to the Grace for Orphans Scholarship Fund located in
Namibia, Africa. It is a humanitarian, mission-oriented
organization, aimed at giving orphans the necessary
resources to make it in life after the loss of their
biological parents. Our
donations will support
education, which is the most
effective medium to prepare
for a better and more
successful future.
Eustace and Berina Mazila, current members at
Green Lake Church, have been instrumental in the
development of this scholarship fund. In addition to the
blue bucket offerings, if you would like to contribute to
this ministry, please make your check payable to Green
Lake Church, write “Grace for Orphans” on the offering
envelope, and place it in the offering plate.
You can also learn more about this organization at
the following website:
http://gracefororphansscholarshipfund.com/

Pathfinder Sabbath

The HAW Team
Brian and Suzanne McGrath, Alwin Vyhmeister, Cheryl
Wells, Mark Haun, Natalia Oster, Hellen Gagiu ◊

You may have noticed several of the Green Lake
children wearing pathfinder uniforms for church on
occasion during the last few months. They are members
of the Edmonds Evergreen Pathfinder club, which is just
completing its first year. They have had a fun year
working on honors (including cake decorating, camping
skills, nutrition, and pinewood derby cars), participating in
activities with other Pathfinder clubs, and enjoying time
together at their weekly meetings.
On May 13, the club members, with their leader Bless
Cahoon, will be participating in the worship service as part
of a Pathfinder Sabbath. Come and learn more about
Pathfinders (or be reminded of your Pathfinder
experience). If you’re interested in helping with or joining
the club, information will be available. ◊
May 2017
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AND OTHER EVENTS
Church Board

May 17, 7:00 p.m.

Finance Committee

May 10, 6:30 p.m.

Hospitality Potluck

May 13, 12:30 p.m.

Memorial Service for Olive White

May 20

Neighborhood Meal
May 28, 4:30 p.m.
Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 12509 27th Ave NE, Seattle 98125

Senior Pastor: John McLarty .................... 253-350-1211
Head Elder............................................. Stephanie Mays
Board Chair .............................................. Jesse Negretti
Minister of Music .................................. Wanda Griffiths
Orchestra Director ........................................ Alex Gagiu
Junior Choir .................... Marleen Land, Shelly LaGrone
GLC Ringers .............................................Shelly LaGrone
Office Administrator................................... Carolyn Lacy
Custodian ..................................................... Elmo Rajah
Weddings ..................................................Church Office
Stephen Ministers
Lucille Bertholf
Melody Bennett Gayle
Barbara Jonsen
Myrtle Mitchell

Mark Voth
Simona Vuletic
Karla Walters

Preschool and Childcare: 206-525-7877
Anne Kelly, Director
Website: http://www.greenlakepreschool.org
e-mail: Green_Lake_Preschool@yahoo.com
Donating Online to Green Lake Church
Credit card, debit card, and ACH options are available on
the church’s website at www.greenlakesda.org by clicking on the green “Donate Online” box at the top right of
the website home page.

May 6

John McLarty

May 13

John McLarty

May 20

Kurt Johns

May 27

Stephanie Mays

Save the Date!
May

CHURCH RETREAT
AT ROSARIO
October 6-8
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Sabbath School Programs
May 6

If You Turn Away Your Foot …

Melinda Hughes

May 13

TBD

May 20

TBD

May 27

TBD
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