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Admiring Ron
by John T. McLarty, Senior Pastor
It was just after dawn. I was riding my bicycle west toward the east face of the Inyo
Mountains. The Inyos sweep up 10,000 feet in a single slope from the valley floor. Ten
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thousand feet of a kaleidoscope of rocks,
all radiant with the new morning light. For
several days in a row I have taken this ride.
Every time, I am inspired and thrilled with
the grandeur and magnificence before me.
I have been watching these mountains
for years now, learning more of their
story. The Inyos are a “fault block”
mountain range, which means they have
been tipped on edge. The eastern edge
has risen thirty thousand feet, but erosion
has been after them, taking off the top as
the range rose. They are damaged
mountains. Erosion has eaten more than
half of their natural height. The face itself,
the great eastern slope, also tells stories of
damage. The rocks have been bent and
twisted and fractured. Trying to wrap my
mind around the forces at play in the rocks
before me deepens my appreciation of the
surface beauty. Reading chapters in their
history in the layers that swoop across
their face adds elements of wonder.
Friday morning as I rode, exhilarating
in the glory on that eastern face lit up by
the rising sun, another face appeared in
my vision. A human face. It, too, has
suffered erosion, a wearing and tearing at
the fabric of the person. I marvel that
Ron is still above ground given all the
erosion and twisting and fracturing he
has endured.
On the good days, or maybe more
aptly, in the good moments, Ron is
strikingly handsome. His face is rugged
and strong, perfectly proportioned. His
eyes express intelligence. I have

watched Ron dance. He does not dance to
music. His movement is the music. His body
creates visual music even when there is no
music to be heard. All of this is true. It is also
true that Ron is troubled, harried by voices
and paranoia. When I am with him at the
Commons, he will point out the six or seven
people in the room who are his minders,
agents of the powers that mean him no
good.
Ron gets into fights. So far, when I've
been around, it has been words only. But
they were loud words, sharp words; fists
seemed close at hand. He is late leaving.
Always. Closing time comes, and Ron is
rearranging his stuff. He needs just a little
longer. And a little longer. He paces and
wanders. Does anything but get his stuff
together so he can get out the door. He's
exasperating.
And magnificent. I don't know how he
does it. How does a person keep living when
he knows the CIA or SOMEBODY is watching
his every move, never to help but—well—for
(Continued on Page 2)
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some dark purpose? How does a person handle the erosion
of failing every day. Today, he was supposed to go to some
office that might help him. Today, he was going to finally find
a woman who would love him. He was going find a better
place to sleep. He wasn't going to be crazy. He was going to
be happy. Then today happens and he doesn't get to the
office. Maybe he can't remember what office it was. And they
probably wouldn't help him anyway. And the woman he was
hoping would love him threatens to call the police if he
comes near her one more time. And crazy? What's crazy? “I'll
tell you who's crazy!” I can hear the frustration and anger in
his voice. “Those people are the crazy ones!” I don't know if
Ron knows what happy is. I have a hard time imagining what
happy would look like in his world.
When I think of the difficulty of being Ron, the fact that
he still lives awes me. He has considered suicide many times.
So far, every night he has managed to put it off until
tomorrow. And every tomorrow he has put it off until that
evening. Against all the weight pulling him down from below
and all the pressures pushing him down from above, he lifts
his head. He makes another go at it. That's why I admire him.
It is also true that Ron is a problem. He is exasperating.
Sometimes he is a bit scary. I don't know how I would feel if
Ron were deeply inside my life. I cannot imagine how his
mother, his sisters, or his case workers manage the problems
Ron creates. I do not deny or make light of any of that. I'm
just adding another fact. From my distance, in the light of my
interactions with Ron, he is magnificent.
When we study mountains, we realize they are
complicated. The beautiful, serene landscape in a nicely
composed photo or painting is only part of the story. There
are tectonic forces ripping the earth apart or smashing bits of
it together, and these forces are part of the reality of

mountains. Freezing and thawing, earthquakes, and
chemical instability all conspire with gravity to abase
every mountain. But these complications take nothing
away from our appreciation of the grandeur of
mountains standing in the morning sun.
It's something like this with people, especially
people like Ron. They are glorious, seen from a
distance, in the proper light. Their stories also include
trauma and pain—in their own lives and in the lives of
the people who love them and care for them. I do not
admire Ron when I'm trying to get him out the door
after closing. At that point, I'm exasperated. When Ron
is on the verge of bursting into full screaming fight
mode, I do not admire him. But when I step back from
those problems, when I see Ron in my times of prayer
and during contemplation, I see the glory of his life.
And this, too, is true.
In our own community there are Rons, people
whose lives are constrained by mental illness, people
hounded by addiction, people whose biology is
dauntingly problematic. Parents and family and friends
suffer from the maladies of those we love. We naturally
cope with anger, resentment, weariness, exasperation,
despair, bewilderment. How can we not? We, too, are
people, and these reactions are normal human
emotions.
As a church, we console and support one another
as we go through these emotions. We are gentle with
ourselves and with one another as we struggle with the
soul-bending effects of these people on us. And we
help each other aspire again and again to see the glory
in every person, especially the hidden glory, the beauty
of someone like Ron. ◊

Inyo Mountains
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2017 Graduates
Eighth Grade
Gabriel and Phoebe Mays, son and daughter of Jeremy
and Stephanie, graduated June 1 from the eighth grade at
Kirkland Seventh-day Adventist School. They will attend
Puget Sound Adventist Academy in Kirkland.

High School
Elisabeth Case leaves Garfield High School and moves into
the UW Academy at the University of Washington. She
will be starting as a student at
the University of Washington in
a program that provides tenthgraders the opportunity to enter
college early. In addition, Lisi
plans to continue studying piano,
as she has since five years old,
and will still enjoy playing harp in
the Green Lake Church orchestra
and singing in Prime Voci of the
Seattle Girls Choir. Lisi is the
daughter of Ken and Katrina and
granddaughter of Ron and Betty.
On June 17, Dylon Rajah will receive his STEM diploma
from Mountlake Terrace High School, where he focused
on Science/Technology/Engineering/Mathematics classes.
He will continue his STEM focus at Western Washington
University in the fall. When
he’s not studying, Dylon
likes to play jazz. He is
proud of winning first place
in the Tenor Sax Solo
category at the Ellington
Jazz competition. Dylon is
the son of Elmo and
Metilda.

University
Alexander Koh, son of Wui-Jin and the late Judy Koh,
graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Computer Science/Business Administration
from the Viterbi School of Engineering at the University
of Southern California on May 12. Honors included
Dean’s List each semester, Computer Science/Business
Administration outstanding student award, and Phi
Kappa Phi honor society. This summer he will intern at
Pure Storage in
Mountain View, CA. In
the fall, he returns to
USC to complete a
Master’s degree in
Computer Science. He
was part of the USC
men’s Ultimate Frisbee
team that made
Regionals. He enjoyed
sampling
all the
multiGreen
Lake
Path
ethnic foods in the LA
region. Alex says, “The
highlight of my
graduation was having my mother, despite her illness,
make the tremendous effort to attend. I will never
forget her courage, strength, grace, and love.”
Kyle Mehrer, son of Kurt and Jennifer and grandson of
Don and Shirley, graduates June 10 from the University
of Washington with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science, focus on
Political Economics. Kyle’s
proudest accomplishment was
attending the Institute for
Humane Studies, Liberty
discussion colloquium, on
Austrian economics. We know
Kyle is a superb skier; he also
likes fishing (fly fishing) and
other outdoor activities, and
music. Kyle likes to write
songs. A major interest of his
is Washington State
Government. Might we see him someday in one of our
statehouses?
Continued on Page 4
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Graduates, Continued from Page 3
Emma Naden-Johns, daughter of Michelle Naden and Kurt
Johns and granddaughter of Roy and Jenny Naden, receives her
diploma June 10 from Seattle
Pacific University. She has
earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Global Development
and Women’s Studies. Along
the way, she has received the
following honors: University
Scholar, Alpha Kappa Sigma
Award, and Pi Sigma Alpha
Political Science Honor Society.
Following graduation, Emma
will work one year and focus on
choosing a graduate program.
Her passions are social justice
and advocacy, particularly for women and children. She likes to
teach violin to young children in an after-school program; she
also loves food and travel.
Postgraduate
Brenda Mohr, wife of Craig and
mother of Katie, will be awarded a
Doctor of Musical Arts degree on
June 10 from the University of
Washington, where she focused on
Choral Conducting. She was
admitted to the Golden Key
International Honor Society. Her
proudest accomplishment is writing
her dissertation and successfully
defending it.

Cypress Adventist School

Job Opportunities at Cypress
Cypress is hiring for the 2017-2018 school year:
• Office Admin/Secretary – part time
• Bus Drivers – part time
• Facilities Manger – part time
• Campus Security – part time
Please contact the office for job descriptions
and how to apply, 425/775-3578 or email
secretary@cypresssda.com. ◊

Memorial Service
for
Judy Koh
Sunday, June 25 • 2:00 p.m.
Green Lake Church

Save the Date
July 13
Church Board Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Church Business Meeting
8:00 p.m.

Graduation Sabbath • July 8
Graduates will be recognized
during the worship service.
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Agenda for the business meeting
includes approval of the 2017-2018
budget, which will include several
capital improvement projects.
Your attendance is needed to
approve or disapprove the budget.

June 2017

WANTED

S AV E T H E D AT E !

Used, inexpensive piano

Weekend of October 6-8

Green Lake Church Retreat
WWU Rosario Beach Marine Laboratory
Don’t miss:
Fun
Hikes
Food

Campfires
Singing
Inspiration

Your cabin housing is FREE!
(prepaid by Green Lake Foundation)
Save the date on your calendars NOW!

Contact Mesfin Belachew
253-394-6922

Ancora at Green Lake Church
June 3 • 7:30 p.m.
In its first performance at Green Lake Church of Seventh-day
Adventists, Ancora invites you to join the Seattle-based women’s choir
Ancora for songs of inspiration, music, and poetry. Featured works
include American classics such as Will
the Circle be Unbroken and Hark, I Hear
the Harps Eternal, as well as the
elegant Les sirènes (1911) by
prodigious composer Lili Boulanger.
Featured guest artist Cantamus of
Seattle Girls’ Choir, directed by Alex
Gagiu, will present the music of Vivaldi,
Dan Forrest, Rollo Dillworth, and
others.
Ancora is pleased to offer
members of Green Lake SDA
congregation and their families a
discounted ticket price of $10.
Students are free. This pricing is
available only through advance on-line
ticket purchase at
www.ancora.brownpapertickets.com. Enter the code SDAMUSE in the
Password/Discount field. Pricing at the door is $16 general admission,
$13 for seniors; students are free. We look forward to seeing you in our
audience on June 3.

Farewell Potluck
for

Jesse and Melissa Negretti
June 17
following the worship service.
Location: Green Lake Park
across the street from the church.
Bring chairs and blankets.
All are invited.
Qs? Contact Ellen Park
ellenmpark@gmail.com or 805-305-3121

https://ancorachoir.org/ ◊
June 2017
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SUMMER HIKES 2017
Summer Sabbath afternoons will find hikers heading out to nearby trails, commencing in the early weeks with
beginner-friendly nature walks, working up gradually to more challenging trips. Come hike and enjoy the beauty of
God’s creation, good conversation, and old and new friends.
June 10

Green Lake
The quintessential Seattle walk around the perimeter of a beautiful,
ancient glacial lake, this trail is accessible to folk of all ages and abilities,
and right outside our front door. Wheelchair/stroller accessible. Paved,
2.8-mile loop. Elevation gain: minimal. Difficulty: 1/5. Leader: Ken
Fairchild. Note: Ice cream social follows at the church.

July 8

Bike Hike—Iron Horse
The Iron Horse trail is an old rail line that has been converted to a biking
and walking trail. Because it was graded for trains crossing Snoqualmie
Pass, it lacks the steep grades of most trails in the Cascades. Leader:
Ken Fairchild. Note: Stay tuned or contact Ken for information about car
swaps and bike transportation options.

July 29

Mount Rainier
This hike provides a variety of steep climbs and moderate trekking with a
view that makes it all worth the effort. Leader: Mark Haun. Note:
National Parks Pass required. Pack a lunch!

August 5

Discovery Park Loop Trail
Discovery Park has something for everyone. The Loop Trail passes through both forest and open meadows,
and offers extensive views and good prospects for bird watchers. You can also take a detour from the loop
to visit the picturesque lighthouse down on the beach. Wheelchair/stroller accessible. 2.8 miles roundtrip.
Elevation gain: 140 ft. Difficulty: 1-2/5. Leader: Ken Fairchild. Note: Ice cream at the Mehrer residence
following the hike.

August 19 Bandera Mountain
On your way up Bandera Mountain you will get two things: a steep ascent and incredible views. From its
wooded and meadow trails to its amazing views of Mt. Rainier at the summit and miles of forests and
mountain ridges, Bandera Mountain is a special place in the Cascades that you will never forget. Distance:
7.6 miles. Elevation gain: 3,050 ft. Difficulty: 4/5. Leader: Mark Haun. Note: Gardenburgers at the Lacy
residence following the hike.
Plan on joining us for any or all of this year’s hikes. It’s a fun and healthy way to spend Sabbath afternoons. ◊
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Softball
Green Lake Church has a team in a coed softball league with five other
northeast Seattle churches representing five denominations. This year we are
partnering with a start-up church, Renew.
It’s an informal league; we make our own rules and umpire our own games.
Games are Sunday afternoons, usually about 5:00, at Laurelhurst Park near
Children’s Hospital.
The season runs from May 14 until the end of July. It’s good exercise, lots of
fun, and a great way to get acquainted with fellow members and fellowship with
people from other churches. We can always use more players, especially
women.
If you’re interested, contact Ken Fairchild, ksfchild@yahoo.com, or Fia
Tuitele, fia.tuitele@gmail.com. ◊

Softball Schedule
Date

Teams

Time

Laurelhurst Playground

June 4

Community 2 vs Green Lake/Renew

5:00

South Field

June 11 GLC/Renew vs Redemption

5:00

North Field

June 18 GLC/Renew vs Community 1

5:00

North Field

June 25 St. Stephen vs GLC/Renew

5:00

South Field

July 9

GLC/Renew vs Faith Lutheran

6:00

North Field

July 16

Redemption vs GLC/Renew

3:30

South Field

July 23

Community 1 vs GLC/Renew

5:00

North Field

July 30

Tournament

3:30

Welcome to Green Lake’s
New Associate Pastor

Hanz Jouissance’s personal mission statement:
“Passionate about introducing … people to
Christ, offering them guidance for spiritual
growth and training them to serve God with
their life. With my plenitude of leadership
experience, I am confident that I will contribute
to the needs of the church family with
excellence and serve selflessly for God’s glory.
My model is, God first and everything follows.”
June 2017

Hanz Jouissance joins Green Lake Church’s pastoral staff in
June as our associate pastor. In May, he finished a Master of
Divinity degree at Andrews University with an emphasis in
Youth and Young Adult Ministries and Campus Chaplaincy. His
Bachelor’s degree in Theology was earned at Oakwood
University (2013).
He is no stranger to Seattle, having served from 2013-2014
as Youth Pastor at the Emerald City Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Other experience includes the Ephesus Church in San
Jose, CA; French Siloe Church, Queens, NY; Shiloh Bilingual SDA
Church, Brooklyn, NY; and French Gethsemane SDA Church,
Brooklyn, NY.
He is trilingual, speaking French, Haitian Creole, and
English.
Pastor Jouissance will preach his first sermon at Green Lake
on June 10.
We look forward to becoming acquainted with our new
associate pastor. ◊
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AND OTHER EVENTS
Camp Meeting

June 15-24

Church Board

July 13, 7:00 p.m.

Church Business Meeting

July 13, 8:00 p.m.

Hospitality Potluck

June 10, 12:30 p.m.

Memorial Service for Judy Koh

June 25, 2:00 p.m.

Neighborhood Meal
June 25, 4:30 p.m.
Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 12509 27th Ave NE, Seattle 98125
Worship Planning

June 28, 7:30 p.m.

Mark Voth
Simona Vuletic
Karla Walters

Preschool and Childcare: 206-525-7877
Anne Kelly, Director
Website: http://www.greenlakepreschool.org
e-mail: Green_Lake_Preschool@yahoo.com
Donating Online to Green Lake Church
Credit card, debit card, and ACH options are available on
the church’s website at www.greenlakesda.org by clicking on the green “Donate Online” box at the top right of
the website home page.

June 3

Leta Kravig

June 10

Hanz Jouissance

June 17

John McLarty

June 24

John McLarty

Save the Date!
June

Church Retreat
at Rosario
October 6-8
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Sabbath School Programs
June 3

Springing Toward Summer

Curtis Lacy

June 10

A Conversation with Asa and Mary Takamori

June 17

Jesse Negretti

June 24

Alwin Vyhmeister
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