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GAZETTE 
Ocean of Divine Favor 

by John T. McLarty, Senior Pastor 

February 11 

It was another morning waiting for 

dawn. The sky was murky. Occasionally 

the crescent moon found a thin spot in 

the clouds. The brightening eastward 

was hesitant, timid. Still, darkness 

retreated. Gray warmed toward orange, 

then gaps in the clouds leaped to life 

with pinks and purples and yellows and 

reds and oranges. For a brief moment 

the sky was gloriously aflame.   

As the day advanced, clouds 

thickened. This was, after all, Seattle in 

January. Rain would come. But I carried 

with me all day the vision of that 

golden, fiery sky and the conviction it 

called up in the core of my being: we 

live in an ocean of divine favor.  

My central ambition is to imbibe as 

deeply as possible this blessing, to take 

it in and savor it, enjoy it, relish it, allow 

it to suffuse my entire self, and then to 

share it, to pass it along, to pay it 

forward. This is the essence of my 

religion. It is a hopeful, radiant vision.  

Always, I dream of expressing more 

richly the reality of God's favor and 

grace. I aspire to exemplify in my own 

life the sweetness and generosity of the 

heavenly lover which means I can 

always imagine better, higher, purer. 

But since I am swimming in the ocean of 

divine grace, the space between what I 

have accomplished today and what I 

can imagine doing does not haunt me 

with remorse or guilt. I have no taste of 

condemnation in my mouth. I simply 

keep alive the dream of living out ever more 

fully the divine favor that engulfs me. 

That morning, watching the dawn, my 

enjoyment was qualified somewhat by 

another awareness. I know that many people 

who are precious to me live in an atmosphere 

of divine wrath. Like me, they learned from 

classic Christianity that all humanity is the 

target of a divine scowl. God hates sin. All 

humans are intrinsically, fundamentally 

sinful. So God has an essential hatred of our 

humanity. In this religious perspective, the 

default destiny of every human is damnation, 

a destiny that can be avoided only by 

mastering certain religious prescriptions. For 

some Protestants, the requirement is 

believing a particular theory about the 

meaning of the death of Jesus. For some old-

time Adventists, the requirement was 

flawless behavior, including eating a perfect 

diet. Old-time Adventist perfectionists and 

American evangelicals are united in their 

conviction that humans live in an atmosphere 

of divine wrath. It is time to replace this fear 

of a dark and scowling God with a clear vision 

of God as light and life and love.  

Hear the testimony of the Gospels: 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Matthew 
Jesus pictured God as the abundantly generous 

supplier of sunshine and rain. The ubiquity of these 
gifts of the heavens is a statement about the 
character of God (Matthew 5). 

Jesus pictured God as an attentive parent, 
someone who is aware of children's needs and 
moving to supply them even before the kids 
themselves could think to ask (Matthew 6).   

in Matthew 7, Jesus said the ordinary instinct 
of a parent to provide for the ordinary needs of 
their children is a reliable pointer toward the 
profound goodness and generosity of God. 

 
Mark 

While Jesus was preaching in the synagogue in 
Capernaum, a man with an “unclean spirit” 
disrupted the service, shouting fear and 
belligerence at Jesus. In response, Jesus drove out 
the unclean spirit and left the man whole (Mark 1). 

Jesus and his disciples crossed the Sea of 
Galilee. In the wild country on the far side, they 
encountered another victim of an “unclean spirit.” 
Like the man in the synagogue, this man raged his 
fear and hostility. And like Jesus in the synagogue, 
Jesus rescued him, giving him back his sanity and 
his life. Without request, without permission. 
That's just the way Jesus was. As Christians, we 
insist, that's the way God is.  
(Mark 5) 

Pastoral Perspective, continued from Page 1 

Ocean of Divine Favor 
Luke 

In just one chapter, 15, Jesus gives three pictures 
of God. God is a shepherd who will not rest until all 
sheep are safe in the fold, a woman who will not rest 
until all her treasures are back in her possession, a 
father whose door is ever open to his sons. The 
shepherd is not scowling while he hunts his sheep. 
The woman is not frowning as she sweeps her house 
in determined pursuit of the lost coin. The father is 
not a “hazard” to be crossed in pursuit of “safe-at-
home.” In each of these pictures, the “lost one” has 
nothing to fear from wrath. Because there is no wrath. 
Instead we observe divine hunger for restoration and 
return. 

A young man was being carried out for burial just 
as Jesus was entering the town. Jesus did not ask 
permission. He received no request. He stopped the 
procession and resurrected the young man. It seems 
Jesus can't help himself. It is his nature to heal and 
save. Indiscriminately. Prodigiously. As Christians, we 
agree that Jesus is the best picture of God. It is the 
nature of God to heal and save. God is like the dawn. 

 
I have discarded the dark doctrines of total depravity, “the 
close of probation,” “not one in twenty,” divine wrath, 
universal guilt, and “salvation only if _______.” (You can 
fill in the blank.) I have replaced all these gloomy 
conceptions of God with the Gospel picture of God as the 
radiant sun and vivifying rain. Let’s bask in God’s light. 
Let’s marinate our souls in the heavenly rain. Let’s enjoy 
this ocean of divine favor and pass it on.  ◊ 

A New Choir, starting February 11! 

We would like to an-
nounce the expansion of our 
youth music program with 
the creation of the Cherub 
Choir for ages 3-6 and those 
who are new to choir.   

Starting on February 11, 
we will meet at the same 
time as the Junior Choir, Sab-
bath mornings from 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:00 a.m., in the chapel.   

Jesse Negretti  
and Karen Baker   
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Trio Nova Mundi in Concert 

March is Women’s History Month, and we are pleased to an-
nounce that Trio Nova Mundi will present an exciting concert titled 
“Femmes Notables” at Green Lake on Sabbath afternoon, March 4, 
at 2:00 p.m.   

Many at Green Lake will remember pianist Becky Billock Al-
drich, who was a member here and attended several years prior to 
moving to Pittsburgh.   

Since leaving Seattle, Becky has pursued a very successful per-
forming career promoting the works of women composers.  She 
has been hailed as a “persuasive and capable” musician by BBC Mu-
sic Magazine.   

Becky has appeared with regional orchestras in the US, Mexico, 
and South Africa.  She holds a BA from Walla Walla College, an MA 
from the University of Redlands, and a DMA from the University of 
Washington, and has studied with Leonard Richter, Louanne Long, 
and Craig Sheppard.   

Trio Nova Mundi was formed in 2012 and has performed exten-
sively, including in Michigan, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Rhode 
Island, Georgia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Chile.  Becky will be 
joined in concert by the other members of the trio:  Violinist Mau-
reen Conlon Gutierrez and Cellist Elisa Kohanski.  Their concert will 
include compositions by Elisenda Fabregas, Gynweth Walker, and 
Fanny Mendelssohn.   

Suggested donation is $15-20 ($5-10 for students).  For more 
information go to:  www.trionovamundi.com.  ◊ 

Spring Lecture Series  

March 10-11 

Daneen Akers and Stephen Eyer 

 
The Spring Lecture Series will feature Daneen Akers and 

Stephen Eyer, creators of the film Seventh-Gay Adventist, a 
documentary that follows three same-sex couples with deep ties 
to the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The film has been shown 
around the world and on many Adventist campuses. We will show 
the film Friday night, March 10, as a basis for conversation through 
the rest of the weekend.  

Sabbath afternoon, March 11, we will screen Daneen’s and 
Stephen’s latest film, Room at the Table.  This film captures the 
essence of an intense weekend dialogue among Seventh-day 
Adventists who hold widely varying views on this subject.  It will 
set the stage for our final time of discussion.  ◊ 

http://www.trionovamundi.com
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Dorothy Bagsby 
Christopher & Karen Baker 
Deanna Baker 
Lucille Bertholf 
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Brian & Suzanne McGrath 
John & Karin McLarty 
Don & Shirley Mehrer 
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Jesse & Melissa Negretti 
George & Irene Neiswanger 
Don & Judy Oellrich 
Chris & Natalia Oster 
Ellen Park 
Cecilia Plata 
Shelly McLarty Reich 
Larry & Joanne Roth 
Kirk & Sharon Rue 
Jonathan & Mariah Schreven 
Kevin Seidel 
Terri Smith-Weller 
Doug & Bev Steinman 
Janna Stern 
David Trenchard & Rosalie Contreras 
Keith & Christine Turner 
Ken & Donna Van Fossen 
Alwin Vyhmeister & Cheryl Wells 
Ken & Karla Walters 
Mary Walters 
Dana Waters 
Bernice Wilson 
Liane Wilson 
Katrina Zafiro 

Donors to the 2016 Capital Campaign 

4 February 2017 

Outreach Opportunity 
The Outreach Division of Green Lake Church is 

offering a new community service opportunity in 2017.  
We are planning monthly trips to package food at the 
Northwest Harvest (NWH) 
warehouse in Kent.   

Lowell Dunston, who has 
taken Cypress and GLC youth 
there for 20 years, will organize 
the group.  Shifts are for two 
hours. Open times are 
Wednesdays or Thursdays from 1:00 to 3:00.   

Children (9-15) are welcome to come with parents.  
Those 16 and older can sign themselves in. Lowell will 
provide transportation with his van for those who need 
it.   

Northwest Harvest supplies bulk food for every 
food bank in the state of Washington. This is a great 
opportunity to combat hunger here at home.  

Please indicate your interest below. 
 _____ I would like to participate 
 _____ I prefer Wednesday 
 _____ I prefer Thursday 
 _____ I need transportation 
 
Name  _______________________________________  

Phone  _______________________________________  

Email  ________________________________________  
 

You can also register by calling Bryan Carli, 909- 
653-3011, or Lowell Dunston, 425-471-5546 

Northwest Harvest is located on the Old Valley 
Highway (22220  68th Avenue South) in Kent, about five 
miles south of Southcenter Mall.  For more informa-
tion, go to its website:  www.northwestharvest.org.  ◊ 

C h i l d r e n  
Eliana Baker 
Kendall Baker 
Luke Bartin 
Bethel Belachew 
Nathan Belachew 
Samuel Belachew 
Quinn Callender 
Siena Callender 
Aiden Carli 
Ethan Carli 
Kian Carson 
Lisi Case 
Kenni Devoux 
Noah Devoux 
Khloe Ehlers 
Ava Fio 
Irina Gagiu 
Lucy Goerlitz 

Maizy Goerlitz 
Ethan Ibsen 
Charlotte Ishikawa 
Juan Francisco Jones 
Elizabeth Josiah 
Katherine Josiah 
Francisco Lopez 
Gabriel Mays 
Phoebe Mays 
Gemma McGrath 
Sureya McGrath 
Bridgit Mehrer 
Brock Mehrer 
Oliver Morrow 
Violet Morrow 
Campbell Muth 
Griffin Muth 
Isaac Negretti 

Sophia Negretti 
Eden Olson 
Lars Olson 
Fiona Parviz 
Lydia Parviz 
Sofianna Parviz 
Christopher Pham 
Elizabeth Pham 
Martin Pincheira 
Nicolas Pincheira 
Marc Ramirez 
Victor Ramos 
Nate Rascan 
Brody Rees 
Liam Rees 
John Rickaby 
Megan Rickaby 
Andrew Sierra Urrego Pino 

Aidan Stamper 
Marie Trenchard 
Miles Trenchard 
Eliza Voth 
Richard Voth 
Kiersten Wilbur 
Quinn Wilbur 
Sabrina Wilbur 

Adults Who 

Helped 

Barbara Jonsen 
JoAnne Megale 

Sharon Rue 
Esteban Ryciak 

These children saved their 
coins and donated 
approximately $3,100 of 
the capital campaign total 
to date. 

Thank you! 

http://www.northwestharvest.org
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For the Love of Music!  
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 3:00 p.m. 

Four Hands, Four Feet:  Organ Duets and more! Wanda 
Griffiths and Stephen Marshall-Ward with reSound, a North-
west Chamber Ensemble, and Kyle Erickson, trumpeter.  

Music by Georg Albrechtsberger, Josef Rheinberger, 
Charles Marie Widor, Philip Moore, Ola Gjeilo, Ērik Ešen-
valds, and Stephen Marshall-Ward.   

Benefit Concert for “Selma:  A Civil Rights Journey –  
Plymouth Youth Mission Trip 2017,”  

Sunday, February 12,  
3:00 p.m., Plymouth Church, 1217 Sixth Avenue, Seattle.   

Suggested donation $15.   
Free parking in Plymouth Garage.  

Thank you for generously pro-

viding and serving a delicious 

Thanksgiving dinner for families 

staying at Ronald McDonald House.   

Your kindness truly made a 

difference for each of our guests 

who are separated from family and 

friends. 

The generous donation of gift 

cards was also deeply appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald McDonald House Staff 

Dear Green Lake Church, 

Matt looked up over his morning 

cup of coffee and smiled. He was 

warm, had a full belly, and was out of 

the rain for a few hours. Your gift has 

filled Matt’s cup with coffee and his 

belly with good food on countless 

Seattle mornings when the few hours 

of respite he finds in Aurora Commons 

will be the only break he gets from the 

constant effort to survive. 

On behalf of Matt and the 

hundreds of people who call Aurora 

Commons home, thank you for your gift 

of $3,829 in 2016. 

Thank you for standing with 

Aurora Commons and joining with 

others dedicated to standing up 

against injustice, to extend kindness 

and mercy to your community, and to 

demand equity for all people. We are 

so grateful for your support! 

With appreciation, 

Elizabeth Dahl 

 Executive Director 

Dear Green Lake Church, 

Today is my first day back at 

Greenwood [Elementary School], 

and I am seeing “your” families 

wearing new clothes, with socks 

and mittens showing under new 

coats. I am hearing stories of 

great food and happy families, 

which warms my heart. Thank you 

for your generosity towards our 

school! 

Thank you also for allowing my 

family to join in your service. We 

were all touched by your kindness 

and your welcoming spirit. 

Page Byers 

Dear Green Lake Family, 

Mom asked me to thank you for remembering her 100th 

birthday with a beautiful pink icicle camellia plant.  We’ve 

planted it outside her bedroom window.  When she sits in 

front of the window in her red rocker (from her Seattle 

home), she can swivel to look out at her hummingbird feeder 

on the window, and, just beyond that, the new camellia plant 

with pink buds waiting to open.  I can also see it from my 

kitchen sink window. 

We think of you often and even enjoy getting glimpses 

of some of you when we watch services on line. 

Thank you again. 

In Christian love, 

Mary K. for Mildred Jensen 



Memorabilia wanted … 

When you’re cleaning out attics and homes and find old photos 

of Green Lake Church activities, church directories, printed pro-

grams of special events, and other church memorabilia, the 

Green Lake Foundation history project would like to have them 

for its collection.  Bring these treasures to the church office. 

Thank you! 

6 February 2017 

Grandparents/Seniors Lunch  

and Program at Cypress School 

Cypress Adventist School invites all seniors 
and grandparents from its constituent churches 
to a Grandparents/Senior Program on Febru-
ary 10 at 10:00 a.m.  A program will be provided 
by the students, with a meal following the pro-
gram. 

Please join us for this special time of fellowship.  If you can 
attend, please contact the school at secretary@cypresssda.com or 
425-775-3578 by February 3.   

Cypress Adventist School is located in Lynnwood at  
21500 Cypress Way.  ◊ 

Mobility Device Needed 
Do you have a lightweight wheelchair or trans-

port chair that you can lend?   
I’d like to borrow a collapsible 

mobility device February 8 
through 12 for my visiting mother.  
Please contact me at 206-443-
4680 or marleenland@msn.com if 
you can help out.  Thank you for your consideration; 
your kindness will not go unappreciated.   ◊ 

Out of the Gray 
It was a true blessing to give a presentation about Out 

of the Gray to our church family on January 7.  
We opened with a short video featuring an interview 

with one of our clients. Through 
the video, we hope to provide a 
little insight into how we are 
serving a community of people 
that give so much of themselves 
to the helpless. We promised to 

follow up with a link to the video for those who missed it.  
Here’s the link: 

https://vimeo.com/knokstudio/review/197479330/
b5e2ed7243 

Thank you, too, Green Lake folk, for all you do for our 
communities! 

Blessings, 

Liz Joseph, Carrie Wilbur, and Rhona Kwiram  ◊ 

New Church Officers 
The Nominating Committee report for 2017-2018 is now 

available from the church office.  Copies will be available on the 
table in the Narthex for the next three weeks.   

Thank you to everyone who agreed to serve, especially in a 
leadership role. We  have many ministries for the size of our 
church, as well as high standards for our operations; this requires 
a lot of work by everyone.  Most of the membership will be serv-
ing in multiple capacities. 

The report is a living document subject to on-going revisions. 
There are still some areas that need more people such as Dea-
cons, Elders, Social, and Adult Sabbath School.  If you would like to 
become more involved with the church, contact one of us to be 
added to a committee. We can always use more help, especially in 
the Children's Divisions and potlucks. 

Junior Choir Schedule 
February 4 9:30 a.m. Adult Sabbath School presentation 
 11:00 a.m. Sing in church service 

February 11 9:30 a.m. Rehearsal 

February 18 9:30 a.m. Rehearsal 

February 25 9:30 a.m. Rehearsal 

The 2017-2018 Nominating Committee 
Ken Fairchild Jesse Negretti 
Hellen Gagiu Metilda Rajah 
Patti Gibson Dana Waters 
Mark Haun 

mailto:secretary@cypresssda.com
mailto:marleenland@msn.com
https://vimeo.com/knokstudio/review/197479330/b5e2ed7243
https://vimeo.com/knokstudio/review/197479330/b5e2ed7243
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For the months of January through April, the funds that are 
collected after the Children’s story will again be donated to the 
Holbrook SDA Indian School.  You will recall that we donated to 
this school at the end of 2015.   

Located in northeastern Arizona, this school equips Native 
American young people with the tools and skills they need to 
face the challenges they may confront.  The money donated 
will go toward their Nutrition, Exercise, and Wellness (NEW) 
program, which draws special attention to physical develop-
ment (diet and exercise), mental development (working 
through emotional issues), and spiritual development, as well 
as academic achievement.   

The school is supported mostly by donations (75%).  Hol-
brook Indian School uses a multidisciplinary approach that nur-
tures the creative spirit of each student by teaching him or her how to be expressive through art, pottery, graphic de-
sign, photography, and music. The school also offers classes with practical application such as welding, auto mechanics, 
woodworking, horsemanship, and Navajo language.   

Plans are in the works for a mission trip to 
the school in late spring.  Also, we will immerse 
the kids in a long weekend of instruction in 
technology and science.  Stay tuned for more 
information.  If you have a tentative interest in 
participating in this mission trip, please let one 
of the members of the Hands Across the Water 
team know. 

More information about Holbrook Indian 
School and be found at http://
www.holbrookindianschool.org/. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

The HAW Team (McGraths, Vyhmeisters, Mark Haun, Natalia Oster, Hellen Gagiu, Jenni Hamilton)   ◊ 

Hands Across the Waters 

Auburn ABC Bookmobile 

Auburn Adventist Book Center will be coming to Green 
Lake Church March 5 from 1:15 to 1:45 with the spring 
bookmobile.   

Pre-order books, literature, and vegetarian foods by 
calling 1-888-492-2522 or emailing info@auburnabc.com.   

For a delivery point closer to your home, see the book-
mobile schedule at http://
www.washingtonconference.org/article/100/online-
directory/auburn-abc-store/bookmobile-schedule.  ◊   

http://www.holbrookindianschool.org/
http://www.holbrookindianschool.org/
mailto:info@auburnabc.com?subject=Auburn%20ABC%20order%20from%20a%20Sailing%20with%20Jesus%20reader
http://www.washingtonconference.org/article/100/online-directory/auburn-abc-store/bookmobile-schedule
http://www.washingtonconference.org/article/100/online-directory/auburn-abc-store/bookmobile-schedule
http://www.washingtonconference.org/article/100/online-directory/auburn-abc-store/bookmobile-schedule
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February 

Sabbath School Programs 

February 4 Open Rehearsal Junior Choir 

February 11  Mark Haun, Robert Woodcock 
 Stars in the Desert 

February 18  George Neiswanger 
 Poems for All of Our Moods 

February 25 A Fun Photo History of Dana Waters 
 Green Lake Church 

 

 
 

February 4 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah John McLarty 

February 11  John McLarty 

February 18  John McLarty 

February 25  John McLarty 

AND OTHER EVENTS 

Hospitality Potluck February 11, 12:30 p.m. 

Neighborhood Meal February 26, 4:30 p.m. 
Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 12509  27th Ave NE, Seattle 98125 

Worship Planning February 15, 7:30 p.m. 
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Donating Online to Green Lake Church 
Credit card, debit card, and ACH options are available on 
the church’s website at www.greenlakesda.org by click-
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the website home page. 

Save the Date! 

CHURCH RETREAT 

AT ROSARIO 

October 6-8 


